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Press Release 
Paris, 12 May 2026 

 
Via Africa: a brand-new subsea cable that will strengthen the 
connectivity between Europe and Africa 

 
▪ A major new Europe–Africa submarine cable project that will connect Europe to 

Africa along the Atlantic coast 

▪ Backed by a robust and proven consortium model bringing together leading 

industry players 

▪ Enhancing the resilience and diversity of West Africa’s international connectivity 

through a new subsea route 

 

Investors including Canalink, GUILAB, International Mauritania Telecom, Orange Group, 

Orange Côte d’Ivoire, Sonatel, Silverlinks, announce the signature of a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) to initiate the Via Africa submarine cable project, confirming a shared 

ambition to develop international connectivity, to support traffic growth and to strengthen 

the resilience of networks across the African continent.  

 

This brand-new system aims to connect Europe to South Africa — including landing points 

in the United Kingdom, France and Portugal — with destinations along the Atlantic 

coastline such as the Canary Islands, Mauritania, Senegal, Guinea, Côte d’Ivoire and 

Nigeria, with extensions further south supporting increased connectivity diversity and 

improved resilience for countries along the route. 

 

A consortium-based subsea infrastructure 
The Via Africa system is managed as a consortium, enabling participating partners seeking 

autonomy and sovereignty to co-invest in the infrastructure and take part in its governance. 

This robust and proven model allows investors to participate directly in the decisions 

regarding the design, deployment and exploitation of the system and contribute to 

decisions that best meet their needs. The initial telco and digital player partners are open to 

additional partners potentially joining the project in the future. 

 

Enhancing resilience and connectivity diversity across Africa 
The new open cable project is designed to contribute to greater diversity and resilience of 

international connectivity serving Africa, by providing a different subsea route than existing 

infrastructure and strengthening the robustness of regional connectivity.  

 

Next steps for the project 
As part of the initial phase of the project, consortium members will jointly finance a cable 

route study to identify the optimal cable route that balances resilience, technical feasibility 

and overall economic efficiency. 
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In parallel, the consortium is preparing the procurement process for selecting a cable 

supplier, marking the next step in the development of the system.  

 

 
About Orange  

Orange is one of the world’s leading telecommunications operators. The Group aims to be the trusted partner for everyday 

digital life by providing individuals, businesses and communities with reliable connectivity and innovative services. As of the 

end of 2025, Orange connects 340 million customers (including MasOrange) across 26 countries and generated 40.4 billion 

euros in revenues.  
As a trusted player, Orange leverages the excellence of its very high-speed broadband networks to deploy digital 

infrastructure in Europe, Africa and the Middle East. The Group is a European leader in fiber, with 100 million connectable 

households, and convergent offers. In France, Orange connects 34 million customers and was ranked No. 1 by the regulator 

Arcep for the quality of its mobile network for the 15th consecutive year. In Africa and the Middle East, the Group’s growth 

engine, Orange serves nearly 180 million customers and promotes digital and financial inclusion through its connected 

solutions.  
Under the Orange Business brand, the Group supports companies in transforming their networks as well as in AI, trusted 

cloud and cybersecurity. Orange is also a major player in the wholesale market, where it has a leading global telecom 

infrastructure and significant capabilities for deploying and operating submarine cables. A committed innovator, Orange relies 

on 700 researchers and holds a portfolio of 11,000 patents.  
Orange is listed on Euronext Paris (symbol ORA). More information: www.orange.com. 
Orange and any other Orange product or service names mentioned in this material are trademarks of Orange or Orange Brand 

Services Limited. 
 
About Orange Middle East and Africa (OMEA) 

Orange is present in 18 countries in Africa and the Middle East and has more than 175 million customers at 31 December 2025. 

With 8.4 billion euros of revenues in 2025, Orange MEA is the first growth area in the Orange group. Orange Money, its flagship 

mobile-based money transfer and financial services offer is available in 17 countries and has more than 120 million customers. 

Orange, multi-services operator, key partner of the digital transformation provides its expertise to support the development of 

new digital services in Africa and the Middle East. 
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