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ReuNION: Orange announces a new submarine cable project connecting 
La Réunion to South Africa 
 

◼ A new, more direct subsea cable route to improve latency and contribute to the 

resilience and diversification of international connectivity routes in the region 

◼ A next-generation submarine cable featuring 16 fiber pairs, each with a capacity 

of 20 Tbps  

◼ An infrastructure co-financed by the European Union, designed to anticipate the 

end of life of existing regional subsea systems  

◼ Orange provides its expertise in cable landing, equipment hosting, and terrestrial 

infrastructure 
 
Orange is partnering with a consortium of telecom operators and infrastructure players 

including Telco OI, Réunicable, and La Réunion Connectée on the ReuNION submarine 

cable project, a new digital infrastructure initiative aimed at strengthening La Réunion’s 

international connectivity by improving network resilience and reducing latency. 

 

The ReuNION cable is part of an effort to upgrade the region's undersea infrastructure, 

some of which is nearing the end of its operational life. This next-generation system will help 

ensure long-term network performance and resilience by providing an additional, more 

direct international route to South Africa. 

 

Orange providing end-to-end expertise in cable landing  

Within this consortium, Orange assumes the role of “landing party”—the operator 

responsible for the physical arrival of the cable on the island and its connection to terrestrial 

networks. This includes managing permits with local authorities, carrying out civil 

engineering works at the landing site, establishing a secure landing station, and 

interconnecting the submarine cable with the island’s digital infrastructure. This critical link 

transforms a submarine cable into an accessible resource for all operators and users in La 

Réunion. 

 

For this project, Orange Marine will be responsible for cable deployment, while the design 

and manufacturing of the system will be entrusted to Alcatel Submarine Networks (ASN), in 

line with the project’s technical and regulatory requirements. 

 

A project supported by European funding 

The ReuNION project benefits from European financial support, notably through the 

Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) program, dedicated to developing strategic digital  

 



   
 

 

infrastructure. It has also received funding approval from the European Regional 

Development Fund (ERDF). 

These initiatives demonstrate the European Union’s commitment to strengthening digital 

connectivity in overseas territories like La Réunion and recognize ReuNION as a strategic 

infrastructure at the European level. 

 

Next steps 

Following the signing of agreements among consortium members, upcoming phases 

include detailed marine surveys, permit applications, and the simultaneous launch of cable 

manufacturing and laying operations. 

 

“This future cable is key to La Réunion’s digital development and regional growth – it will 

meet the rising traffic demands and the need for resilience. In line with our ‘Trust the future’ 

strategy, we are investing in this project and will leverage our expertise in its construction, 

including deployment and landing,” states Jean-Louis Le Roux, EVP of Orange International 

Networks. 

 

 
 

Worldwide, Orange is involved in over 40 submarine cables totalling nearly 450,000 km of 

fiber. The Group stands out for its ability to design, deploy, and operate cutting-edge 

infrastructure—from very high-speed terrestrial networks and subsea cables to landing 

stations—strengthening its position as a global leader and establishing itself as a key 

partner in building tomorrow’s digital world. 

 

With its extensive expertise in submarine infrastructure providing reliable and secure 

international connectivity, Orange holds a unique position in the sector, notably through its 

subsidiary Orange Marine, which handles the laying and maintenance of submarine cables. 

Additionally, Orange Wholesale operates a strategic network of cable landing points across  

 



 
 

 

 

the Group’s territories, facilitating interconnection between submarine cables and terrestrial 

networks. 
 

 
About Orange   

Orange is one of the world’s leading telecommunications operators. The Group aims to be the trusted partner for everyday 

digital life by providing individuals, businesses and communities with reliable connectivity and innovative services. As of the 

end of 2025, Orange connects 340 million customers (including MasOrange) across 26 countries and generated 40.4 billion 

euros in revenues.   

 

As a trusted player, Orange leverages the excellence of its very high-speed broadband networks to deploy digital infrastructure 

in Europe, Africa and the Middle East. The Group is a European leader in fiber, with 100 million connectable households, and 

convergent offers. In France, Orange connects 34 million customers and was ranked No. 1 by the regulator Arcep for the 

quality of its mobile network for the 15th consecutive year. In Africa and the Middle East, the Group’s growth engine, Orange 

serves nearly 180 million customers and promotes digital and financial inclusion through its connected solutions.   

 

Under the Orange Business brand, the Group supports companies in transforming their networks as well as in AI, 

trusted cloud and cybersecurity. Orange is also a major player in the wholesale market, where it has a leading global telecom 

infrastructure and significant capabilities for deploying and operating submarine cables. A committed innovator, Orange relies 

on 700 researchers and holds a portfolio of 11,000 patents.   

Orange is listed on Euronext Paris (symbol ORA). More information: www.orange.com.  
Orange and any other Orange product or service names mentioned in this material are trademarks of Orange or Orange Brand 
Services Limited.  
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