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Orange and Nokia develop the use of refurbished equipment in network 
infrastructures 
 
Orange and Nokia have signed an agreement to increase the use of refurbished equipment 

in telecoms infrastructure. Refurbished network equipment will be offered by Nokia to all 

Orange subsidiaries via BuyIn, the procurement alliance of Orange and Deutsche Telekom. 

 

This joint commitment will comprise radio-based equipment (“Radio Access Network”), with 

medium and long-term plans to also encompass other network equipment. The 

refurbishment process is expected to generate reductions in carbon emissions as opposed 

to manufacturing new equipment. Furthermore, with this contract, Orange and Nokia want 

to offer a competitive and reliable alternative to network operators. 

 

The refurbished equipment meets all the reliability criteria in line with European Union and 

ITU directives and recommendations. 

 

On the Orange side, this agreement is part of a larger programme called OSCAR which will 

contribute to the achievement of the Net Zero Carbon objective in 2040 set by the group. It 

aims to put the circular economy at the heart of infrastructure networks by reusing existing 

equipment wherever possible. OSCAR sets clear targets for the reuse of components and 

the limited use of new materials. 

 

Nokia has also set ambitious targets as previously announced, aiming to cut emissions 

across its value chain by 50 percent between 2019 and 2030 as part of its renewed science-

based targets. 

 

"We are proud to share our common vision of the circular economy with Nokia, a vision 

where environmental exemplarity supports sustainable value creation. This mutual 

understanding leads today to this first major contractual step forward for the Orange Group 

and its subsidiaries, with a positive environmental impact for our two groups," said Ramon 

Fernandez, Delegate CEO, Executive Director Finance, Performance and Development  

 

“Committing to circularity takes us another step closer to achieving our own climate goals, 

as well as supporting our customers in achieving theirs. Digitalization reduces waste, reuse 

extends product life, and through this we are able to realize the full value of our products. 

This framework agreement demonstrates the importance of collaboration in resolving the 

big challenges society faces and we all need to act together,” commented Tommi Uitto, 

President of Mobile Networks at Nokia.  

 

https://www.orange.com/en/newsroom/news/2021/net-zero-carbon-commitment-circular-economy-heart-our-network-infrastructure
https://www.nokia.com/about-us/news/releases/2021/03/04/nokia-announces-it-will-halve-emissions-from-2019-to-2030/


 
 

 
 
 
About Orange 

Orange is one of the world’s leading telecommunications carriers with a turnover of €42.3 billion in 2020 and 139,000 

employees as at June 30, 2021, of whom 80,000 are in France. The Group had a total customer base of 263 million customers 

as of June 30, 2021, including 218 million mobile customers and 22 million fixed broadband customers. The Group is present 

in 26 countries. Orange is also a leading provider of global IT and telecommunication services to multinational companies, 

under the brand Orange Business Services. In December 2019, the Group presented its new "Engage 2025" strategic plan, 

which, guided by social and environmental accountability, aims to reinvent its operator model. While accelerating in growth 

areas and placing data and AI at the heart of its innovation model, the Group will be an attractive and responsible employer, 

adapted to emerging professions. 

 

Orange is listed on Euronext Paris (symbol ORA) and on the New York Stock Exchange (symbol ORAN). 

To find out more (online and via your mobile device), go to: www.orange.com, www.orange-business.com or to follow us on 

Twitter: @orangegrouppr. 

Orange and any other Orange product or service names included in this material are trademarks of Orange or Orange Brand 
Services Limited. 
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